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ABSTRACT
Article Info: ¢ [SIJTEE The field of “medical library and information science” has a broad research platform due to its
Received: 20 Jun 2022 i interdisciplinary nature. However, the lack of resources necessitates the attention to research priorities
Accepted: 22 Sep2022 in this field. This study aims to identify the research priorities of Iranian faculty members and PhD stu-
Available Online: 01 Jan 2023 dents in medical library and information science.

[VEETEEE This is a descriptive survey study that was conducted in 2020. The study population included all
PhD students (n=45) and faculty members (n=36) in medical library and information sciences from differ-
ent medical universities of Iran. Sampling was done by a census method. The data was collected using a
researcher-made questionnaire whose validity was confirmed by experts and its reliability was confirmed
using Cronbach’s alpha (o= 0.98). The data analysis was performed in SPSS statistical software on the data
from 64 questionnaires using descriptive statistics (Mean and standard deviation) and inferential statistics
(T-test and Friedman'’s test).

Key words: [ Friedman's test results showed that research priorities of faculty members were education
Research priorities, (Mean=4.01), entrepreneurship (Mean=3.96) and research (Mean=3.80); For the students, the research
Medical library and priorities were evidence-based practice (Mean=4.15), information literacy (Mean=3.87) and education
Information sciences, (Mean=3.76).

Faculty members, : Replacing traditional and theoretical topics with practical and future-based topics can be ef-
Students © fectivein preventing waste of time and resources in future studies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

esearch is a way to understand the laws

governing the world, which shows the

importance of clarifying the develop-

ment path. The increasing tendency of

scholars in various fields also indicates
this issue, but the studies have shown that the quanti-
tative increase of research has not led to its qualitative
growth, while the main goal of research is to move from
the existing situation to the desired situation. The evi-
dence in Iran indicates that in some cases, the achieve-
ments of some researches not only have not led to solv-
ing the problems, but also have caused a waste of costs
and resources; this is while the funding for scientific
research in Iran is limited. On the other hand, there is a
gap between the needs of the society and the conducted
researches. Experts believe that since the educational
system of Iran has been imported from other countries
and is dependent on non-indigenous educational pro-
grams, it has caused research Iran to be carried without
attention to the needs of society and essential priorities;
the consequences of this trend have caused scholars to
tend to conduct fast-yielding, taste-oriented, repetitive
researches and report problems instead of solving them;
the lofty goal of research has been declined from im-
proving human life conditions to just obtaining an aca-
demic degree or a having a temporary activity. The field
of Medical Library and Information Science is not an
exception to this rule, and the lack of resources makes
it necessary to pay attention to priorities in this field.
Therefore, this study aims to identify the research priori-
ties in this field from the point of view of faculty mem-
bers and PhD students [2].

Methods

The is a descriptive survey study that was conducted in
2020. Participants were 45 PhD students in the field of
Medical Library and Information Sciences and 38 fac-
ulty members in this field of study from different medi-
cal universities in Iran. Data collection was done by a
questionnaire after obtaining informed consent from the
participants. This questionnaire had two parts. The first
part was a demographic form; for the faculty members,
it surveyed gender, university of service, academic rank;
for the students, it surveyed gender and university of
study. The second part contained 113 research topics;
the respondents were asked to comment on the impor-
tance of these topics based on a five-point Likert scale.
The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the
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experts and its reliability using Cronbach’s alpha was
obtained 0.98. A total of 64 questionnaires were col-
lected, whose data were analyzed in SPSS statistical
software using descriptive statistics such as mean and
standard deviation and inferential statistics such as t-test
and Friedman test.

Results

The results of Friedman’s test (Table 1) showed that
research priorities from the perspective of faculty mem-
bers were education (Mean=4.01), entrepreneurship
(Mean=3.96) and research (Mean=3.80); from the stu-
dents’ point of view, the research priorities were evi-
dence-based practice (Mean=4.15), information literacy
(Mean=3.87) and education (Mean=3.76).

Discussion

The purpose of this study was to identify the research
priorities of Iranian faculty members and PhD students in
Medical Library and Information Sciences. Among the 23
priorities, the first 11 were ranked. According to faculty
members, this ranking was as follows: Education, Entre-
preneurship, Research, Foresight and futurology, Evidence-
based practice, Digital libraries, Information literacy, User
studies, Information technology, Studies on librarians, and
Health information management. According to students,
the ranking was as follows: Evidence-based practice, In-
formation literacy, Education, Entrepreneurship, Informa-
tion needs/Information seeking behaviors, Information sys-
tems, Research, User studies, Digital libraries, Information
technology, Scientometrics and informatics. The research
priorities were more towards practical issues and philo-
sophical and theoretical issues were not very important
for the participants. It seems that an effective step can be
taken by creating a think tank in the research committees of
the universities to assess the needs of faculty members and
PhD students for determining their research priorities. Re-
placing traditional and theoretical topics with practical and
future-based topics can be effective in preventing waste of
time and resources in future studies.

Ethical Considerations
Compliance with ethical guidelines

In this research, before distributing the questionnaire,
the "informed consent form" was used. The participants
were informed about the subject and method of conduct-
ing the study, and they were assured that their personal
information would remain confidential (Code: TUMS.
REC.1399.569).
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Table 1. Research priorities of medical library and information sciences from the point of view of faculty members and PhD Students

Mean Rank Mean Rank
Topic
Faculty Members Students
Education 4.01 1 3.67 3
Research 3.80 3 3.69 7
Information Technology 3.81 9 3.57 10
Information literacy 4.04 7 3.78 2
Entrepreneurship 3.96 2 4.20 4
Foresight and futurology 3.49 4 3.18 17
Information acquisition 248 20 343 23
Information organizing and retrieval 3.32 22 3.33 21
Digital libraries 3.87 6 3.47 9
Information Society 3.33 23 3.13 22
Health information management 3.77 11 3.06 13
knowledge management 3.27 13 3.05 12
Information economy 3.96 12 3.45 14
Information needs{];r\;ifcc::?ation seeking be- 3.89 14 334 5
Theoretical aspects of medical librarianship 3.47 19 3.53 20
Scientometrics and informatics 3.87 15 3.04 11
Human information interaction 3.55 18 3.03 19
Information systems 3.39 16 3.73 6
Libraries and their management 3.55 17 3.8 18
Information resources and services 3.16 21 343 15
Studies on librarians 3.46 10 3.46 16
User studies 3.18 8 3.57 8
Evidence-based practice 451 5 451 1
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