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sity of Medical Sciences by conducting a citation analysis of articles published in Scopus and
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Methods: The present study is of an applied nature, conducted with a scientometric ap-
proach, employing citation analysis. The study population consists of 148 articles affiliated
with Abadan University of Medical Sciences, published in Scopus in 2023. The information
sources cited, prolific authors and journals, highly cited articles, and participating countries
are among the aspects examined in this study. Data collection was facilitated through the Sco-
pus and Scimago databases, and data analysis was performed using SPSS version 26, Excel
checklists, and descriptive statistical methods.

Results: A significant proportion of the articles were published in English. Farshid Ghanbari
was identified as the most prolific author, and the Department of Basic Sciences was recog-
nized as the most productive academic department. The United States of America ranked first
among collaborating countries in article production. Among the NLM classification catego-
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

itation analysis is a valuable tool for

assessing the scientific impact of

journals and authors. In fact, citation
analysis is a bibliometric method that uses citation
rates to evaluate research performance. Bibliomet-
ric analysis can help identify influential articles
that have shaped medical practice and fostered new
research ideas. Scientometric studies, a branch of
bibliometrics, employ quantitative methods to eval-
uate and compare the scientific output of countries,
universities, research institutions, specific subjects,
and authors. The aim of scientometrics is to assess
the latest advances in research activities within each
scientific field and the factors influencing their
growth. Moreover, scientometrics can serve as an
effective tool for administrators and policymakers
to manage financial and human resources with max-
imum efficiency. To date, no study has been found
that conducts a citation analysis of articles published
by researchers from Abadan University of Medical
Sciences in Scopus in 2023, nor one that determines
their subject areas based on the NLM classification.
Accordingly, the present study aims to address this

gap.
Methods:

The present study is applied in nature and employs
a scientometric approach using citation analysis. In
this research, 148 articles affiliated with Abadan
University of Medical Sciences and indexed in the
Scopus database in 2023 were examined. The re-
trieved articles were evaluated based on the language
of publication, cited information sources, most pro-
lific authors, most productive academic departments,
highest author h-index, highly cited articles, col-
laborating countries, most productive journals, and
subject areas, with the results recorded accordingly.
Notably, seven articles identified as Global Burden
of Disease (GBD) studies were excluded from the
analysis at the outset. Subject areas were determined
using the National Library of Medicine (NLM) clas-
sification, and, where applicable, articles were as-
signed to multiple categories based on their content.
Article retrieval was conducted via Scopus, consid-
ering organizational affiliation fields for “Abadan
School of Medical Sciences,” “Abadan Faculty of

Medical Sciences,” and “Abadan University of Med-
ical Sciences.” Data collection utilized the Scopus
and SClmago databases, while data analysis was
performed using SPSS version 26, Excel checklists,
and descriptive statistical methods. As this study fo-
cused exclusively on articles published in 2023, pub-
lications from other years indexed in these databases
were not included in the analysis.

Results:

Overall, among the 148 articles analyzed, 91.93%
were written in English and 6.08% in Persian. These
articles cited a total of 3,769 information sources,
with journals accounting for the highest proportion
at 97.58%, followed by books at 1.51% and other
sources at 0.90%. Among the authors, Dr. Farshid
Ghanbari, a faculty member of the Department of
Environmental Health Engineering at the School of
Public Health, was the most prolific, contributing
to 16 articles (10.81%). Of the 11 academic depart-
ments across four schools—Medicine, Nursing, Pub-
lic Health, and Allied Health Sciences—faculty from
the Basic Sciences Department led with contributions
to 67 articles. Analysis of the h-index revealed that
Dr. Farshid Ghanbari also held the highest h-index at
54. In terms of international collaboration, the Unit-
ed States participated in 16 articles (10.81%), rank-
ing first among partner countries. The articles were
classified into 27 out of 35 NLM subject categories,
with the highest frequency in the WA category (Pub-
lic Health), comprising 37 articles (15.3%).

Conclusion:

Overall, researchers at Abadan University of
Medical Sciences demonstrated a preference for
publishing their articles in English. Furthermore, all
researchers predominantly cited journal articles over
other types of information sources in their scholar-
ly work. The author with the highest h-index also
ranked first among the most prolific contributors.
The Basic Sciences Department of the School of
Medicine, with 60 faculty members, was identified
as the most productive academic group. Among col-
laborating countries, the United States ranked first in
co-authorship. Two journals from the United King-
dom and one from Iran were the leading publication
venues. The WA category (Public Health) represent-
ed the most frequent subject area for these articles.
The findings indicate that the research status of the
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university’s scholars is relatively favorable; howev-
er, with targeted planning by relevant policymakers,
there is potential to further enhance the scientific
standing of Abadan University of Medical Sciences
at the international level.
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